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Committee calls for evidence on the reform of regulation 
 

Legislation that aims to tackle the adverse impact of inconsistently applied 
regulations by improving the way that they are applied throughout Scotland, 
whilst also  supporting sustainable economic growth, will be scrutinised by the 
Economy, Energy and Tourism Committee.  
 
Convener Murdo Fraser MSP said: 
 
“Regulation affects every area of life from how planning decisions are made in 
our local areas, through to the safety of our food and the quality of our 
healthcare.  
 
“This Bill aims to ensure that regulation is applied consistently across 
Scotland in order to make it easier for organisations to do business. Given the 
current difficult economic circumstances, it also places a duty on regulators to 
work in a way which will help to achieve sustainable economic growth.    
 
“The Committee would like to hear a diverse range of views so that we can 
scrutinise this legislation in detail and ensure  it achieves what it says it will.” 
 
The Committee is calling for views on parts 1,3 and 4 of the Regulatory 
Reform (Scotland) Bill:  

 Part 1: Regulatory functions: provides a regulation-making power for 
Scottish Ministers in order to encourage consistency in the exercise of 
regulatory functions. Scottish Ministers may by regulations make any 
provision which they consider will encourage or improve consistency in 
the exercise by regulators of regulatory functions.  

 It also places a duty on listed regulators to exercise functions in a way 
that contributes to achieving sustainable economic growth.  

 Part 3: Miscellaneous:  
o Marine licensing decisions: The mechanism for bringing legal 

challenges to offshore energy decisions would be made more 
consistent with planning and roads reviews, the legal process by 
which a challenge might be brought and will be subject to strict 
time limits.  

o Planning authorities’ functions: The provision allows Scottish 
Minister to vary planning application fees based on the 
performance of the planning authority.  



o Street traders’ licenses: This provision will enable a single 
certificate of complicate to be produced by the food authority 
with which the business is registered.  

 Part 4: general provisions. 
 
The Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment Committee will scrutinise 
part 2 of the bill relating to environmental regulation and on the element of 
part 1, as it relates to the RACCE Committee’s remit, that places a duty on 
stakeholders in respect of sustainable economic growth.  
 
Background 
Regulators affected by this bill include: Accountant in Bankruptcy, Food 
Standards Agency, Healthcare Improvement Scotland, Local authorities, 
Scottish Charity Regulator, Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Scottish 
Housing Regulator, Scottish Natural Heritage, Social Care and Social Work 
Improvement Scotland and VisitScotland 
 
If you would like to submit written evidence the deadline is Thursday 6 June 
2013. Evidence should be brief and type written in word format and sent to 
regreformbill@scottish.parliament.uk.  
 
Media information 
Kirsty Rimmer: 0131 348 6085 
Text Relay calls welcome 
Kirsty.Rimmer@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
Committee information 
Diane Barr: 0131 348 5214  
Text Relay calls welcome 
Diane.Barr@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
Public information 

 Telephone: 0800 092 7500  
 Textphone users can contact us on 0800 092 7100  
 We also welcome calls using the Text Relay service  
 Text message: 07786 209888  
 sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk  

 
You can also follow us on twitter @scotparl  
 
Like us on Facebook for updates on news and events 
 
Or find out more on YouTube    
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